West Sussex Beekeepers Association

Wisborough Green Division

Newsletter - June 2010

Officers and Contact Information:

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com
Website www.wgbka.org.uk

Events

10", 11" and 12" June

South of England Show - Ardingly

Apiary Meetings - DOUNHURST

Wed | 02" June

6:30 pm & BBQ

Fri 4™ June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Tues 8™ June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Sat 12" June

Beginners/Intermediate 12:00 Advanced 2:30pm

Mon 14" June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Fri 18" June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Wed 23" June

6:30 pm & BBQ

Thu 24" June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Sat 26" June

BBKA Basic Assessment

Wed 30" June

3:00pm and 6:30 pm - Preliminary Group Only — Please Book

Page 10f 6 /E!\\g



mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/

Even though | was selling at the auction | was amazed at the price bees were fetching. | have now been
told that a 6 comb colony was sold for £390 on Bid4Bees! Considering the buyer had no chance of
seeing it there must be some very desperate people, especially as the buyer was presumably run up
online by others.

This brings me back to the points | keep making to those who have not yet started. Make sure you are
happy with bees before buying anything, and then check with us first. You can easily buy something you
will quickly regret, when a simple question would avoid sometimes quite serious problems.

On the use of imported bees and queens please see my note in County News as Small Hive Beetle has
now been found in Hawaii where a large number of imported queens come from.

You will no doubt be aware of some media reports regarding the exporting of queens from the Isle of Man
to the mainland to help in the fight against disease. | think this came from an interview done by a local

BBC reporter when | was in the IOM in early May when both Harry Owens (the beekeeper mentioned)
andlwere interviewed. I didn’t hear what Harry sa
facts, more a “story” with FIsiagrsummary!iwagsulsdquehtlg a s t
contacted by a BBC programme researcher who tried her hardest to get me to say that importing queens
from the IOM would solve our disease problems. When you realise what is going on with something you
know a little about how can you possibly have faith in anything else that is reported?

The purpose of my visit to IOM was to help them assess their colonies with a view to improve their bees
by selective breeding and culling. There are reckoned to be 4-500 colonies there and | inspected 45 of
them. | handled them completely on my own in good weather, and the temper was nowhere near what
ours is. | get around quite a bit and in the vast majority of cases the temper of bees in my view is rather
poor, and t hat ' sbegkeepdosavbar fyll beetsuits, gloves,twellies etc.

The change in the format of meetings is working
have been moved up from the Preliminary Group to the Beginners. This means that everyone now who
comes to scheduled meetings should have handled bees on several occasions and has some knowledge
of the workings of a colony. | am very proud of the level of tuition at WG and this is partly due to the
dedication of our Demonstrators. In beekeeping terms they are quite inexperienced and four of the ten
have been asked to demonstrate before they had their own bees at home, simply because of the rapid
increase in new beekeepers we have seen in the last few years. They have been asked because of their
bee handling skills and potential as beekeepers. Until now their own learning has been hampered as they
have been heading groups, but the Advanced group has allowed them to relax with others of similar
ability and that has been a major bonus.

We are stillhavingme mber s who are not sure which ability
then please ask when you come to the next meeting. The Demonstrators will tell me if they have people
in their group who should be moved up or down.

Bager
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BeeBase

The National Bee Unit runs a website and database for beekeepers, known as BeeBase.
We very strongly recommend that all members with bees register with BeeBase, for a number of reasons.

Chief among these is that the Bee Inspectors will then know of your existence, and if there is an outbreak of
either foulbrood (or other nasty pests or diseases) close to you they can contact you and check your bees.

There is also good information for beekeepers on the website.
Registration is a little fiddly, but shouldn't be beyond the ability of anyone who can manage a hive of bees!

Go to hitps.//secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfim and you can read about BeeBase and register via a
link there.

For Sale

Tom and Gordon have 1 or 2 good 5to 7 frame nucs, surplus to their requirements, available for sale.
They have nice home-raised 2009 queens, clipped and marked. Price around £125 to £150 depending on size.

On standard BS (National) brood frames, they will meet or exceed the BBKA Nucleus Standard (apart from the
colour marking of the queen).

There may be more available over the next month. If you are interested and for more information please contact
Gordon by email only onpetworthgordon@btopenworld.com

Foundation

Foundation has been in short supply this season, but we have now received a good delivery of BS Brood
foundation.

It will be available at apiary meetings, or if your need is urgent then you can pick some up (by prior
arrangement) from Tom in Petworth.

We also have a supply of thin, unwired super foundation. This is for cut comb honey. The time to put this on
the hives is after the early (oil seed rape) extraction, so that the bees can build it out and fill it in the strong
summer flow.

Regular wired super foundation is still scarce and we await our delivery. Paynes have some at the time of

writing, and we will have some eventually!
Prices etc. are on the main 'shopping’ page.
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY

FRAMES - (in kit form) EACH

DN1 for National brood .chambher (abOpo fit WBC)

SN1 for National supers ., BOP......veennnes
Frame nail s, s.ma.l.l... bh.a.g.cooveeiiii £1.00p
FOUNDATION

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) .........cooviiiiiiie i 40p
Wired National super ... ...50p

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size — please specify which is required)

Wired Nationalb r 0 0 d ..o e 80p

We also have some sheets with drone base, to use for drone culling.

SPACERS

Narrow — Plastic Ends 10p each
Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive) £ 1.80 per pair
APIGUARD

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £ 2.10

10 Sachet Pack £20.00

PLASTIC SYRINGE

50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25

Prices correct as at March 2010.

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready for
you, minimising disruption and delay on the day. Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore,
stone.house@btinternet.com 01798 343470.

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green.

Page 4 of 6 L{Lg\s\(t
ﬁ%\%



mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

Extracting Equipment

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan. If you wish to “book” anything, please
contact John Glover by Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com .

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements.

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to be
collected and returned to John’s home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed.

Equipment available:-
3 frame extractor
Electric uncapping tray and knife

Uncapping basket
50kg bottling tank

Bee Photo Competition

With the continuing success of the Vita Gallery, a free photo gallery for beekeepers, honeybee health company Vita
(Europe) Ltd is launching a photography competition. Anyone can submit up to three photos relating to bees or
beekeeping to try to win a cash prize, while at the same time contributing to the enormously popular Gallery
(www.vita-europe.com) which is benefitting beekeepers across the globe.

Since its launch last September, the Vita Gallery - which contains more than 300 images of bees and beekeeping - has
received huge interest from beekeepers across the globe.

“The Gallery has users from more than 600 beekeepers in 40 countries and we’ve been delighted by the spontaneous
feedback from many of them,” said Jeremy Owen, Sales Director of Vita (Europe) Ltd. “We knew that many
beekeepers needed images to accompany their talks on bees and beekeeping — but we never quite realised just how
many people give such talks. The Vita Gallery is turning into an important educational tool and we therefore want to
expand it by inviting anyone to contribute their best bee-related photos.”

The winner of the competition will receive a 50 euro cash prize, plus Vita anti-varroa products for 10 colonies. There
is also a special prize for the winner of the under 16s category.

The deadline for entries to the competition is 1 December 2010, allowing plenty of time for people to take some photos
this season, or select ones from their collection.

How To Enter
To enter the competition, just email up to three digital photographs (no larger than 1mb each) relating to bees or

beekeeping to vitagallery@vita-europe.com. The theme is broad, with current photographs in the gallery ranging from
vintage beekeeping equipment to shots of active colonies and foraging bees.

Please include your name, postcode (or equivalent) and country in your email. You may also include captions for your
photographs if you wish. Please state if you are under 16 and eligible for the Young Person’s Prize.

Terms and Conditions

The deadline for entries to the competition is 1 December 2010.

Entrants must certify that the image/s they are submitting is their own work and that they own the copyright for it. Itis
the responsibility of each entrant to ensure that any images they submit have been taken with the permission of the
subject and do not infringe the copyright of any third party or any laws. In providing images for the competition, each
entrant agrees that Vita can put it in the online Vita Gallery for others to use.
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Proposed future Apiary Meetings 2010

Sat Wed

July 3 July 14
July 24 Aug 4
Aug 14
Aug 28
Sept 18
Oct 16
Nov 06

Car Sharing

Ever thought about car sharing? A list of members as attached (or has been emailed) and it may be that
a member lives nearby so that you can share in the experience of Beekeeping. It also saves on the
number of cars parking at Dounhurst and would ease congestion.

Teas

Tea and biscuits will be available at the end of the main Saturday sessions (at approximately 2.30).

Maggie Turner is organising the rota of volunteers, so if you are willing to help on one occasion please
contact Maggie (see Members List for contact details).

Winter Lectures

Does anyone have a particular Lecture or Lecturer that may be of interest to members? If so please
drop a line to John Glover and see what subjects we can include. Remember, if you don’t ask you don’t
get!

Newsletter Contributions

If anyone has anything that they feel could be used in the Newsletter then please email it to me at the
e-address listed on the first page. If you have any Bee incidents or generally would like to say how your
getting on, then please feel from to drop me a line.
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