
Statement from the BBKA on Neonicotinoid Pesticides

The BBKA shares the concerns expressed relating to reports of possible harm 
to honey bees that may be caused by the neonicotinoid group of pesticides. It  
calls for  an urgent  review of all  the available data on the effects of  these 
compounds.  The BBKA has consistently urged for  more research into  this 
group of compounds as evidenced in its paper Honey Bee Health Research 
Concepts (Jan 2009) and earlier papers submitted to Government. The BBKA 
itself  is  funding  research  on  pesticide  residues  in  bee  colonies  at  Keele 
University.  

This  urgent  review,  based  not  only  on  existing  literature  but  also 
encompassing  any  new  and  as  yet  unpublished  data,  should  involve  a 
thorough re-evaluation and up to date risk assessment of these agents and 
their effects on honey bees by the Chemicals Regulation Directorate in the UK 
and  competent  European  authorities,  the  outcome  of  which  must  lead  to 
appropriate action. 
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