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Officers and Contact Information:  

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637   r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk 

Chairman Mr Ray Noakes 01403 700 521 raynoakes@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Andrew Riley 07917 101386 andrew_riley@btinternet.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Apiary Meetings  

Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green   RH14 0AA 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday 20 th December ɀ Apiary meeting ɀ Oxalic Acid 
Hive Treatment         2.00pm.  

 

 

 

 

Winter Evening Meetings  

The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood 
 

11 th December.  7.30pm ɀ Monica Lucas - "The Bee and Butterfly Garden"  

  
"Monica Lucas is a member of our Chichester Division and has now retired from a life of various 
careers.  She started her working life in an administrative post within the pension scheme of 
Imperial Tobacco, following which she joined the army and spent 6 years in experimental 
gunnery.  Her interest in horticulture developed over a six year period working in the GLC 
Parks Department where she secured formal qualifications and subsequently worked with Dr 
Peter Thompson at the seed bank  at Wakehurst Place. In the interim, she has run her own 
nursery in Somerset, after managing the village shop and post office for 9 years and has now 
retired  to tend her 3 acre garden at Sidlesham." 
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ADVANCE NOTICE ɀ Fuller details in subsequent Newsletters  
 

15 th  January 2009  ɀ Christine Stevens speaking on marketing, product development and creative 
packaging and labelling 

 

We wish all our members and their families a ve ry Happy Christmas 

and a happy and healthy New Year    

 

PATTERSON IN PRINT 

Due to the poor state of colonies in the spring, and the heavy winter losses, samples of live bees were 

taken and sent to NBU on April 28th. These were taken from Dounhurst, Tom and Gordon, Daisy, and 

myself. We have just had results, and although not consistent they all have at least one of the 

following, Deformed Wing Virus, Black Queen Cell Virus, nosema apis, and nosema ceranae, some 

have all four!! 

DWV and BQCV were present in many colonies pre-varroa, but are greatly increased due to varroa 

acting as a vector. Keeping varroa at a low level obviously helps in their control. Richard Dyer has 

monitored our colonies regularly (5 times this year!) and our counts have been very low, so it shows 

how critical it is. 

Nosema apis is normally seen as a problem with non native bees, but nosema ceranae may be a 

different issue. In order to deal with it we have invested in some microscopes so we can provide a 

diagnostic service for members. A few of our members will have training in the next few weeks. 

Can I suggest you seek information from NBU booklets and the many websites that deal with these 

diseases. The web is a great place for gleaning information, but you should make sure the source is 

reliable. 

Jane Anderson, Diana Briault, Suzanne Tilley, Meg, and myselÆ ÁÌÌ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ ÔÏ ȰÍÁÒÃÈȱ ÏÎ 

Downing Street to present the petition campaigning for help in the research for bee diseases. We then 

ÍÏÖÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÏÎÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ Á ÆÅ× ÌÏÂÂÉÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ -0ȭÓȢ ) ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÕÃËÙȱ ÏÎÅÓ ÔÏ 

get inside, but witneÓÓÅÄ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÅ× -0ȭÓȢ 4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÄ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÕÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ 

Perhaps the day of the US Presidential elections was not the best choice. There were around 400 

beekeepers there, with a surprising number of younger people with children in pushchairs. Of course 

the cameras were largely on the smokers, and interviewers only interested in the more comical 

element. 

I understand one person being interviewed said that if bees disappeared blackbirds and owls would 

disappear within a year!! As one is ÁÎ ÏÍÎÉÖÏÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ Á ÃÁÒÎÉÖÏÒÅ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÈÏ× 

ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÕÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÂÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÎÏ ÇÏÏÄȢ  

 Roger  

 


